312      FROM   A   COLLEGE   WINDOW
died a death in which no element of disgust, anc
terror, and pain was wanting.
And from that moment the deterioration began,
At first the great secret ran silently through the
world from soul to soul, till the world was leavened,
But even so the process of capturing and trans-
forming the faith in accordance with human weak-
ness began. The intellectual spirit laid hold on ii
first. Metaphysicians scrutinised the humble anc
sweet mystery, overlaid it with definitions, har-
monised it with ancient systems, dogmatised it
made it hard, and subtle, and uninspiring. Vivic
metaphors and illustrations were seized upon anc
converted into precise statements of principles
The very misapprehensions of the original hearers
were invested with the same sanctity that belonged
to the Master Himself. But even so the brigh
and beautiful spirit made its way, like a stream 01
clear water, refreshing thirsty places and making
the desert bloom like the rose, till at last the world
itself, in the middle of its luxuries and pomp, be-
came aware that here was a mighty force abroac
which must be reckoned with ; and then the work
itself determined upon the capture of Christianity
and how sadly it succeeded can be read in the
pages of history; until at last the pure creature